dressing witn care, ana setting OUL, ms glittering with rings, his hair curled, perfumed, and buckled back, to spend the whole day in visiting wealthy Christians. Elderly people without children are his chief spiritual concern. In other houses of the rich he is eloquent with admiration of some fine cushion, or other object of luxury, until it is given to him. There are graver matters. Elderly widows attach these handsome young priests to themselves, at first as spiritual advisers; priests have young women serving and living in their homes, who are wives in all but the name (ep. 125). Jerome warns the young Eustochium (ep. 22) that most of the * virgins' about her are hypocrites, and most of the priests seducers ; many of them only seek ordination, he tells her, that they may have freer access to women. Jerome had, of course, to pay for his candour. He was accused (unjustly) of being more than a spiritual director to Paula;
1 To illustrate the precariousness of human testimony, compare the words of Ambrose on this point: < Although no fault can be , we are oppressed by lav^ (Rgsp. ad Symmachum).forth. Jovinian succeeded in .lading several nuns at Rome that the married state was quite as as virginity, and more comfortable.., were dropped.
